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Scuttlebutt 
August, 2026 

       Commodore’s Message 

.   
 As we reach the halfway point of another incredible season, the 
best is still ahead. Be sure to enjoy everything that makes our Club spe-
cial—great food, entertainment, spectacular sunsets, and, of course, time 
on the water with family and friends. 
 
 One of the ways we honor our Club's rich history is by investing in 
its future. This year, we are taking on long-overdue maintenance projects. 
The first will be replacing the linoleum floors in the restrooms with a long
-wearing, durable epoxy floor and painting the restrooms as well.  The 
second will be to replace the roof over the office area that has been leaking 
for several years, the patching is no longer sufficient and the potential for 
additional damage is inevitable.  When the club closes, we will begin 
work on securing the floor in the bar room.  
 
 A reminder that the fee for unfulfilled service hours has increased 
to $25 per hour.  More importantly, I hope you'll choose to contribute your 
time.  Every volunteer hour strengthens our Club, reduces operating costs, 
and fosters the pride and sense of ownership that have always been at the 
heart of our success. 
 
 That same spirit has already been on display throughout the sea-
son. Thanks to the generosity of our volunteers and donors, we've com-
pleted numerous enhancements - including a new awning, new electronics, 
repaired windows, updated lighting in the upstairs kitchen and ambient 
solar lighting around the patio and pavilion, the addition of a safety ladder 
on the pier, refreshed landscaping, freshly painted patio furniture, and …. 
Phew!  That’s a lot, but there are more projects coming, too!   
 
 Thank you to everyone who continues to invest their time, talents, 
and resources in ensuring our Club is maintained for generations to come 
 
Pattie. 
 



 

 

Vice Commodore’s Report … 

 
 Wow, summer is half over, and so is the OYC 
2026 season. Since May we seem to have convinced 
Mother Nature to cooperate for our big club events, so 
here’s hoping that continues! 
 
 I have a few housekeeping topics to cover this 
month… 
 First, if you use the clubhouse for any reason 
outside of operating hours, remember you are respon-
sible for turning off all lights, closing and locking all 
windows, locking all doors, and locking any gates you 
have opened. We are in the process of getting security 
cameras, but they won’t help if we are careless about 
securing our buildings and grounds. One area that 
needs reminding: outer bathroom doors may be left 
unlocked if we have visitors on the wall, but the mid-
dle bathroom doors need to be locked when the club is 
not open for the members. This way, the building is 
still locked from the outer bathroom and the outside. 
 Second, this was covered at the AGM, but I 
know some of you may have had to miss that meeting. 
Regarding our payment policies. Why do we ask you 
to use your club account and pay monthly? Two rea-
sons. One, if you pay by cash or credit card, we have 
no record of your sales, just the sale in general, there-
fore we have no record of you fulfilling your $75 quar-
terly house commitment. Second, waitstaff base wage 
is less than minimum wage and their tips when added 
must bring them to the $16 per hour minimum wage. 
Again, if we have no record of the tipping on your bill, 
the club may have to make up that difference for our 
staff. This is especially concerning on slower nights 
when staff may not have many tables to serve. For 
those of you who like to tip in cash, may I suggest tip-
ping at least 15% on your house account, and then give 
the remainder of the tip you would like to leave in 
cash. This is what I do. Should you have any further 
questions, feel free to see me or Sue! we’d be happy to 
clarify further. 
 

 

Sheila Flanagan 

 

 
Mantel Club Report ... 

 
OYC’s Past Commodores organization, The Olcott 
Mantel Club, would like to thank everyone who sup-

ported our annual junior sailing fundraiser “Raise 
and Sail” on Sunday July 19th.  After a deluge of 
rain on Saturday, Sunday was a beautiful afternoon 
with plenty of sunshine to enjoy and music from Joe 
Higgins all day.  This year’s BIG reverse raffle win-
ner for $500 was P/C Mike Layman!  Other winners 
were P/C Sue Cassidy $200, P/C John Rosenberg 
$100, P/C Roger Voss $100, and 6 winners of $50 to 
P/C John Raskopf, Judy Coppola, Tracy Carmer, Ma-
rie Sharp, and Nancy Rhodes twice. Our 50/50 winner 
for $200 was Nancy Lange.  Congratulations to all! 
 
Thank you to our basket raffle volunteers: Marie 
Sharp, Mamie Winter, Elaine Ryan and daughter 
Michelle, Linda Rosenbaum, Molly Enjem, Dian 
Tucker, Cathi Higgins, Sheila Flanagan and Margo 
Covell.  To P/C Bill Russell for selling 50/50 tickets, 
Ella Thibault for selling our “Seafood & Suprises” 
tickets and to everyone who bought tickets, donated 
baskets and came out; your support is greatly appreci-
ated.  We raised approximately $3100 to go towards 
the purchase of two (2) newer 420’s to help support 
our junior racing fleet.   
 
We will be hosting another fundraiser on Saturday 
evening August 22nd called “Seafood & Suprises”.  
This event is based on the typical meat raffle, only 
with seafood themed rounds.  We did this in 2019 and 
it was a blast!  The event starts at 5:30pm with betting 
on rounds starting at 6:00pm.  Tickets are $10 (cash 
only) and include your entry into the Ultimate  
Seafood Basket drawing!  The club will have bar & 
food specials that evening.  Tickets are available at 
the bar or from Ella Thibault, Sara Thibault or Sue 
Cassidy.  Invite your friends to join you and remem-
ber to bring your $1 bills!  Watch for more infor-
mation posted at the Club, in Constant Contact, on the 
member facebook page and on the website. 

 
Again, thank you to everyone for your support for our 
events.   

 
P/C Sue Cassidy 
716-807-7913 
susan.cassidy@ima.it When your life feels too difficult to rise 

above, 

Sail away, sail away. 

 
    --- Noel Coward 



 

 

From the Treasurer 

 

We are at the end of July and the halfway point of the season.  
Boy, it’s going fast.  Everyone has enjoyed many events with 
much more to come.  July was the last month in our first quar-
ter for the $75 House Quarterly Minimum.  If you didn’t satis-
fy spending $75 in Q1 (May – July) in the restaurant/bar, you 
are being invoiced for that amount or what the difference is 
from what you did spend.  If you get billed and used a credit 
card, please email copy of your bank statement showing those 
charges.  We will not reverse charges if you paid cash for some 
reason, as there is no record of that.  Invoices will be emailed 
by August 5th and are due on receipt.  If you have a credit still, 
you will also receive a statement showing the balance owed.  
Please make sure you pay the amount on the statement, if re-
ceived. 
 
Q2 will be August through October.  Come to the Club and en-
joy it.  We wait all winter for this and there are many things 
still to happening.  To satisfy the quarterly minimum, all it 
takes is attending one event or having lunch/dinner a couple 
times, and you have it satisfied. 
 
Discussion was had at the July membership meeting of the im-
portance of using your House account and how tipping is sug-
gested to be done.  Please see Vice Commodore Sheila Flana-
gan’s article for those details.  Please remember, the Club is 
cashless. 
 
Assessment -  
At the mid-season Membership Meeting on Sunday July 19th, 
the membership approved the proposed $100 assessment for 
the bathroom/shower room floor sealing (long term fix) and the 
office roof repair.   These are two larger building projects that 
are needed now.   Invoices will be from the General Fund and 
will be mailed to all Senior & Associate members (per the 
Constitution) in August.  If there are any Life, Privileged or 
Non-resident members who would like to contribute, your con-
tribution is always appreciated. 
Please do not combine this payment with your house account 
payment. 
 
As always, if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me. 
 
P/C Susan M. Cassidy 
 
716-807-7913 
susan.cassidy@ima.it 

From The Past Commodore 

 
 It’s hard to believe we are almost halfway 
through the OYC summer season.     There are still 
plenty of opportunities to earn your service hours. 

I will continue to publish monthly year-to-
date service hour summaries based upon member 
reported service hours via paper slips in the box by 
the club house entrance or via E-mail 
to olcottyachtclubservicehours@gmail.com.  
 Also, a reminder, if you need some ideas for 
service hours, please complete the online survey (see 
below).   This will be used to help me match mem-
ber interests and skills with opportunities to earn ser-
vice hours.    
   https://forms.gle/aj4U74AiMLxJewkPA 
 I hope to see you at the club soon.   If you 
have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact 
m 
 
P/C Alan Rosenbaum 
 

Chillin’ on the Beach AT THE BONFIRE! 

For whatever we lose (like a you or a me), 

it’s always ourselves we find in the sea. 

 
   ---E.E. Cummings 

The water is the same on both sides of the ship. 

 

  ---Finnish Sailing Proverb 

Why do we love the sea?  It is because it 

has some potent power to make us think 

things we like to think. 

 
   ---Robert Henri 

mailto:olcottyachtclubservicehours@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/aj4U74AiMLxJewkPA


 

 

From your Secretary/

Membership Chair ... 

 
A big OYC Welcome goes out to Dan Tronolone our 
newest Associate Member! Dan is also active in our 
racing fleet.  
 Our New Members Night, Saturday, July 25th, 
was a chance for us to welcome 2 local and 4 non-
resident members who joined in late 2025, and 4 new 
members in 2026. 
 From 2025: Joel Aube and Matt Oates, Asso-
ciate members, and Christine Condon, Joel Murawski, 
John Murawski, and David Quenzler, non-resident 
members. 
 New members in 2026: Robert (Suzann) Lutz, 
Cynthia West, David Sheffield, and Dan (Monica) 
Tronolone, Associate members. 
 The best way we can introduce new people to 
our club is to invite them to OYC to enjoy the food, 
the friendships, and of course, Lake Ontario. Invite 
them for a ride on your boat, introduce them to our 
Adult Sailing program and our Junior Sailing pro-
gram. Most of our younger members came from boat-
ing families and/or our sailing instruction programs. 
We don’t need an open house event to do this; it can 
happen anytime during the season. 
 
 See you out on the lake 
 
Doug Wintersteen 

P/C Joe Higgins Entertains the membership 

-Grill and sales crew on July 3rd, Alex, Bill, Marie, and Margo  

Piper Danne Farrell and Commodore Pattie 

honor our OYC members who have passed this 

year  



 

 

  



 

 

www.jonwilsonlaw.com  
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Olcott Yacht Club 
P.O. Box 715 

Olcott Beach, NY 14126 

Up Coming Events 

Saturday Aug 1 - Music “Nite Cruise” 
Sunday Aug 2 - Olcott Stomp Race  
Thurs. Aug 13 - Mantel Club 
Friday Aug 14 - Ladies Champagne  
  Party 
Saturday Aug 15 - 44th Annual Sacca 
  Sail 
Saturday Aug 22 - Seafood Raffle 
Saturday Aug 29 - “End of Summer    
 Bash & Music with Rock 
 Angels 
Sunday Aug 30 - Creek Cruise Poker  
  Run 



 

 


