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May 2025 

Commodore’s Message 

 I welcome all our members and guests for the 2025 season.   In addi-
tion to the excellent OYC food, drink, and rekindled friendships; please take 
advantage of the club Thursday speaker series: Hands Only CPR/AED, Boat-
ing Safety Class - Suddenly in Command, Racing Topics – Racing Rules and 
Skipper Meeting. 

 Please note that a few parts of the club are under construction.   The 
South Wall repairs are under way with welding work to be done to support the 
planned sidewalk repair; this will occur around the H&S (Haul out & Storage) 
launching schedule.  In addition, to follow-up on some off-season vandalism, 
Sheila has ordered fixes for the entranceway back window, and pool room 
northeast window. 

 May is OYC Launch month.   H&S provides OYC with an excellent 
flexible launch schedule with multiple weekend launches available.   When 
visiting the club on these launch days, please consider parking in locations that 
does not interfere with the boat launches.  You may want to leave keys in the 
car in case your car needs to be moved to facilitate a specific boat launch.  

 Everyone knows that lately due to recent government policies, our 
relations with our Canadian friends are strained.   Please let your Canadian 
friends and our reciprocal Canadian guests know they are welcome at the 
OYC club.   I suggest members should provide support to make their stay in 
the US as pleasurable as possible.  

 I am looking forward to seeing the OYC members and guests at the 
club and on the water.    Please feel free to invite your friends to join you at the 
club or attend our planned open-house events.  

Alan Rosenbaum 



 

 

From The Vice Commodore 

 
The Season has officially begun!  Cue sunshine and sweet breezes 
 
Open Saturdays at noon in May.  I know you’ll be busy getting boats ready to launch and stopping to make lunch 
can be an added chore.  The Grog Room will be open for you to quench your thirst and to satisfy your hunger 
pangs.  Making another trip back to the hardware store or flower market, swing by for lunch on your way through.  
In a rush, call your order in ahead of time and we’ll have it ready for you. 
 
Come meet our staff.  You will see familiar faces and new faces, please take a minute to introduce yourself.  Share 
a last name with another member?  Kindly take a moment to let your server know which of those members you are 
to ensure smoother billing at the end of the month.   
 
Please be patient and flexible.  Even for our current staff, it’s a new menu and they will be out of practice. Don’t 
presume they remember your name, your beverage choice or your food preferences.  Take advantage of any wait-
ing time to visit with members you haven’t seen all winter and take in the views.   
As a reminder, gratuity or service charge is NOT included in the price.  We ask you to close out your check and 
leave the gratuity at the end of your visit that day.  Any open checks will have an 18% gratuity automatically add-
ed.   
 
Make your reservations early.  We have so many amazing events planned and want to provide the best possible 
service.  You can help us by making reservations early to assist us in planning for adequate staff.   
Like, comment and share our events on social media.  Did you know that the “more” likes a page gets the higher 
it appears on the feeds to followers?  So please like or comment on the OYC Members Only and Official Olcott 
Yacht Club facebook and Instagram pages.  Help us get the word out. 
 
Mark your calendars!  The general calendar of key events is out.  Transfer those dates to your personal calendars 
– you won’t want to miss out!! 
 

 

Pattie 

 

Membership Report 

 

 Our 2025 season is here! Highlight your calendars for Saturday evening May 17; we have our first OYC 
Open House. Let’s welcome our guests that evening with smiles and that OYC friendship we all enjoy.  
 The fun starts with hors d’oeuvres at 5 PM (I have to check the spelling every time). Thanks to Meg 
Thompson and her team for putting those delicious treats together. Julie will have special menu items that night, 
so invite some guests to dinner.  
 Tom and Sarah Wright will be providing music from 7-9 PM. I know you’re going to enjoy this father/
daughter duo, and our guests will also. 
 We’ll have displays highlighting our sailing programs, restaurant, social events, and membership infor-
mation. Invite some friends! I’m sure we can show them how much fun it is to be an OYC member. 
 We’ve been publicizing a lot on social media this season. A great big “Thank You!” goes out to Jourdan 
Morgan for helping me by utilizing her graphic design and social media skills to advertise our open house and 
other events. 
 Let’s have some fun and make this a successful event, because we’re going to do it again with our second 
open house June 21st. 
 
Doug Wintersteen 



 

 

From the Treasurer 

 

Our club opening is finally here as we roll into May.  It 
will be nice to see friends that we haven’t seen during the 
winter months, to meet new members and to get out and 
enjoy our great waterside setting.  As the Club opens, the 
House operation (restaurant & bar) will have some famil-
iar staff returning but also several new ones as well.  Be 
sure to give your full name and number to the staff when 
being seated and ordering to ensure it is correct.  We have 
multiple same last names and same first names in the 
Club.  Let’s help the staff get to know you and to avoid 
any errors. 
 
Starting this year, everyone will be responsible for adding 
gratuity to your chit for the staff.  This change comes as a 
result of discussion in December at our AGM.  Recom-
mended percentages will be listed on your chit and all ac-
counts MUST be closed at the end of the day by signing 
your chit before your leave (bar especially).  I recommend 
you take the “customer copy” for your records.  Any 
“open chit” at the end of the day, will have an 18% gratui-
ty added to it.  Please don’t say later “I didn’t know”.  One 
last reminder, the Club only accepts member account 
charging or MC/VISA for payment of daily charges.  We 
do not accept cash.  For some special events, we may offer 
other payment options and will post it.  If you are bringing 
guests, please let them know. 
 
As we open our season, the house operation has plenty 
happening in May to enjoy so be sure to come down.  As 
always, if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to 
contact me. 
 

Sincerely, 

P/C Susan M. Cassidy 
 
716-807-7913 
susan.cassidy@imalife.com  

 Rear Commodore’s Report 

 

By the time you read this we will have finished our club 
clean-up weekends and will be ready (hopefully!) for the 
2025 season! 
 

There are some projects I would like your help with this sea-
son.  
First, the ovbious...if you are an outdoors type, please help us 
get our outside grounds looking (and staying) nice all sum-
mer. Grass, weed whipping, weeding, watering...all need to 
be addressed at least weekly. I am considering a sign-up/
check-off sheet to post somewhere so you know what has 
been done recently and/or needs to be addressed. The patio 
could be hosed weekly, too, the geese do love to visit!  
Some projects for this year include some painting. Inside 
(kitchen, foyer, bar floor, kitchen stair well) and outside 
(window trim, particularly on the north side). If you are will-
ing to do some painting, please text or email me and let me 
know when you might be free to help! 
We also need to close up the opening under the house on the 
parking lot side with critter proof mesh. This has been done 
in the past but needs replacing. This will require some minor 
trenching, replacing the mesh, and back filling with stone and 
dirt. Ultimately we will maintain the ventilation of the under-
side of the house, but keep out any critters who find that a 
nice nesting place. 
 

That's my initial to-do/wish list! You'll have your Member 
Service Hours knocked out in May if you stick with me! 
 

Thanks in advance… 
 

Sheila Flanagan 
flanster40@yahoo.com 

Please, when you use the club grounds: 
Be sure to spin the numbers on the gate lock…all four, 
randomly. 
Keep the top and side doors on the dumpster closed. Yes, 
the top can blow open, but keep those side doors closed! 
Thank you! 
 
R/C Sheila Flanigan 

Junior Sailing 

 

 The Junior Sailing 2025 application and fee schedule is up on the Olcottyachtclub.com website.   
 

Roger Voss has all the chase boats ready for the season.  We will be purchasing two new batteries for two of 
the boats.  As soon as school is out we will get the Junior boats out and rigged and ready to go for the season.  
Looking forward to it.  Have quite a few campers signed up already. 

 

Junior Sailing Fund Raisers 
 

Save the Dates:   
 

Friday June 20th - Women’s Association Basket Raffle  
 

  Sunday July 20th -  Mantel Club Basket Raffle and Reverse Raffle  
 

P/C Mark Cassidy 
 

716-807-7915 



 

 

  Olcott Yacht Club May Speaker Series 

  Every Thursday in May | 6:00 PM 

  May 8, 15, 22 & 29 
 
Join us every Thursday evening in May for our Speaker Series – a month of informative, hands-on, and fun sessions for boat-
ers, racers, and curious minds. Whether you're prepping for the racing season or just love learning more about life on the wa-
ter, you won’t want to miss it! 
 

  Schedule: 

  May 8 – AHA Hands-Only CPR & AED Training 
with Tom Lowe of the American Heart Association 
Learn essential lifesaving skills to use in emergencies—on land or at sea. 

  May 15 – Rules of Racing 
with Jason Cramer & Andy Sharp 
Get a refresher on the racing rules and strategies before the season begins. 

  May 22 – Annual Skippers Meeting 
hosted by Fleet Captain Jocelyn Sikorski 
All racers are encouraged to attend this key meeting before the club racing season. 

  May 29 – Suddenly In Command 
It is a vital session for anyone who might find themselves unexpectedly in charge of a vessel. 
 

  All sessions begin at 6:00 PM 

  The bar and grog room are open – come early and enjoy some food and drinks before we begin! 
Open to members and guests – bring a friend and make it a night out at OYC! 
 

Fleet  Captains Report 

 

We are gearing up for the Race Season, the preliminary schedule has been posted on our website, along with the regis-
tration form and rules for 2025.   We will continue with boats setting the start line/mark this summer.  That portion 
will be finalized in May.  All items of the schedule will be finalized prior to the Skipper’s Meeting which takes plan on 
Thursday, May 22nd at 6pm.   
 
In preparation for the season a few things our skippers should complete.  I would appreciate knowing what boats plan 
to compete in this year’s club racing.  Feel free to contact me to confirm your participation.  Please complete and sub-
mit a registration form for the 2025 season and a certificate of insurance by May 22nd.  If I do not receive your regis-
tration and certificate of insurance by May 22nd, your boat will not be scored for racing until receipt of these docu-
ments.   
 
Reach out if you need a PHRF certificate validated for the 2025 season.  Should you plan to compete outside of OYC, 
you are encouraged to have this reviewed.   
 
I am recruiting volunteers to assist with race committee throughout the season.  Races take place on Wednesday & 
Thursday evenings and Sunday mornings.  This is a great way to get your service hours done on behalf of the club.  
We have a good crew lined up for Wednesdays and possibly Thursdays this summer.  I’m looking for volunteers on 
Sundays and am appreciative of help for any of the days should you be available.  Racers and our social members are 
encouraged to help with this, and we will train you!  Give me a call or text – 585-409-6365. 
 
Plan to set the marks at the end of May, beginning of June.  I may tap some folks to help with this task as we begin the 
season.   
 
Looking forward to another fun, safe and successful season on the water with you! 
 
Jocelyn Sikorski 
 



 

 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3

Soft Opening
5 - 9pm

GRAND OPENING
Kentucky Derby                         
Post Time 6:57pm

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED

Speaker Series
"Hands Only 
AED & CPR"

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Mother's 
Day

Brunch                 CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED

Speaker Series
"Racing Rules"

Club Open House
@ 5 PM

Music 7 - 9pm                       

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

 CLOSED
CLOSED

Scuttlebutt Deadline CLOSED

Skippers Meeting 
6pm

"Flag Raising &       
Past Commodore's 

Reception"

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Memorial Day            
White Trohpy 

10:20am    CLOSED CLOSED

Speaker Series
"Suddenly in
Command"

Family Picnic

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

CLOSED  CLOSED  Wed A1                  

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Sunday A1               CLOSED       CLOSED  Wed A2                 
Women's #1 
Mantel Club                                              

Commodore's Ball

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

Cook Trophy                            
Happy Fathers Day! CLOSED                                     CLOSED  Wed A3                 Women's #2 

Scuttlebutt Deadline                                             

Women's Assoc.
Basket Raffle

5:30 pm

Club Open House
@ 5 PM

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Sunday A2 & 3 CLOSED  CLOSED  Wed A4                 
Women's White 

Trophy                                                
Sail Past & Fleet 

Blessing                                                     

29 30

Sunday B1 CLOSED  

OYC CALENDAR
M A Y  2025

Mother's Day Brunch
Sunday May 11, 11:30am - 3:30pm
Reservations Required

Thursdays Speaker Series
5/8 - AHA Hands Only AED & CPR

5/15 - Racing Rules Review

5/29 - "Suddenly in Command"

OYC Flag Raising & Past Commodores 
Reception
Honoring P/C Joe Higgins
Saturday May 24th, 5:30 pm                                                                                                                                  

OYC Sail Past & Fleet Blessing                                                                                      
Saluting  Commodore Alan Rosenbaum                                                                  
Saturday June 28th, 4:30 pm                                                                                             

J U N E  2025

Commodore's Ball 2025                                                                                       
Saturday June 14th, 5:30 pm                                                                                                                                        
Cocktails & Hors d'oeuvres, Dinner & dancing                                                                                                                                                

Club Open House
Sat. June 21,  5:00 pm

Bring a friend down!                                                                                                                                                                           

Women's Association
Basket Raffle Fundraiser

Fri. June 20,  5:30 pm                                                                                                                                                         



 

 

53Years  
1972-2025  

New & Used  
Sail & Power 

716-745-3862 

www.jonwilsonlaw.com  

 

YOUR Ad Here 

 

YOUR Ad Here 



 

 

Olcott Yacht Club 
P.O. Box 715 

Olcott Beach, NY 14126 

Up Coming Events 
 

Friday May 2- Club Opening 
Saturday May 3- Kentucky Derby 657 

Thursday May 8- Speaker’s Series 

Sunday May 11– Mother’s Day Brunch 
Wednesday May 14- Board Meeting 

Thursday May 15- Speaker’s Series 
Saturday May 17- Club Open House 

Thursday May 22- Speaker’s Series 

Saturday May 24- Flag Raising & 
 Past Commodore’s Reception 

Monday May 26- Memorial Day Race 
Thursday May 29– Speaker’s Series 

Sunday May 31– Family Picnic 

 


