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Commodore’s Message …
We kicked off July with a great fireworks display on July 3rd. We
had Kevin Clark at the keyboard followed by Brent Powley at a slightly different keyboard. All of it made for a great evening of food, drink and entertainment.
On July 7th our NYS Lt. Governor Kathy Hochul came to town to
kick off the ground breaking of our Harbor and Pier Project. Representatives from DEC, Newfane, Sevenson Construction and Niagara County
were on hand to hear Supervisor Tim Horanburg discuss the 50 years of
breakwall pursuit that will get completed before he retires in December.
Yours truly got a chance to invite Kathy Hochul back to our groundbreaking next year. Being a fellow boater, she said she would make every effort
to be back in Olcott for our event.
Sail Past saw a fleet of 16 boats salute the commodore with our
bagpiper Kate Myers. Nice memories for me as we started our teaching
careers together at Niagara Falls High 50 years ago. Yep, we are almost
older than dirt. A special thank you to Cathi Higgins for her blessing
prayer and memorial to Fred White, Jim Sage and Doralyn Marshall.
The annual Junior Sailing Basket and Reverse Raffle was a
huge success on Sunday July 18th. Our final event of the month was the
long awaited celebration of our 100 year anniversary.
We continue to remain cautiously optimistic on legal matters.
We are moving quickly to implement a new Point of Sale system for
August 1st. Our plan is to continue our all inclusive pricing. We are hoping
to print on every receipt a line for an extra tip for Exceptional Service. We
hope that all of you understand that we use the 15% service charge to pay
our help a living wage of $15 or more. That and the sales tax are included
in the menu prices.
Mike Layman

Vice Commodore’s Report …

Fleet Captains Report …

Hello Members!

Our season is progressing nicely even though we
have had a very wet July. We still have lots of racing left
on the schedule with a full slate of racing throughout August.

Olcott Harbor is about as busy as it's ever been, and likewise we've certainly had an eventful July and plenty of well
attended events. So I'd like to extend a thank you to Members for coming out and supporting the Club!
August and beyond will see us taking advantage of our
Clubhouse well into autumn. Keep an eye out for communication regarding a variety of late summer and fall
events ranging from Lobster Fest to music & karaoke
parties. When the Bills season gets underway we'll have
football bar specials, a taco buffet, and some fun end of
season events as well (as much as I'm not yet ready to
discuss the end of the season).
Keep utilizing the reservation email
(oycreservations@gmail.com) to help our staff plan properly week to week. And as always, if you have any questions or suggestions for the House Committee, please let
me know (ceglin@buffalo.edu).

Chris Eglin

The Can-Am LYRA race week at YYC was well
attended overall with Switch piloted by Andy and Chrystal
Sharp and Lightfoot competing from OYC and OYC’s Jr
Sailing instructors Gabe Lewis, Claire Lewis and Ethan
Sharp competing aboard Summer Love.
We are now seeing the promised harbor construction taking shape but with progress also comes hurdles. With both piers now closed we are no longer able to
conduct race committee from the west pier. We are currently looking at how to start and score races effectively
as to finish the year. I am also thinking we will no longer
be able to start and score races even once the piers reopen next year as the break wall will not allow us to be
able to start inside the wall. Options for this is a volunteer
power boat or each racer taking a turn as a committee
boat each week. We will continue to research and seek
further options as well.

716-523-7469
ceglin@buffalo.edu

With the passing of longtime member and a pioneer of promoting women’s sailing here at OYC Dee
Sacca will be truly missed and this year’s Sacca Sail will
be one to hold dear.

Special Projects …

Jason Cramer
Jcramer9@roadrunner.com

Thanks to new member applicant Sheila Flannigan who has already put some service hours in tightening
up the Kayak racks. Also to whoever filled in the whole in
front of the club leftover from pumping days, and to all the
gardeners who have cleaned up the club perimeter, thank
you.
Long term goal is to finish batter boards on the
seawall and install a couple of ladders along that wall as
well.

Roger Voss
716 908-6848 C
popsskygod@gmail.com

Solstice t-shirts and other
regalia are
Available at the club
(cash only)

Joe Higgins and V/C Chris Eglin
rock the patio at the Junior Sailing
Fund Raiser

New Clubhouse Discussion
From time to time questions arise about the new clubhouse. For the benefit of the new members who have joined us
and older members who may have missed previous discussions, I would like to explain how we got to our current plan.
After the floods of 2017, a committee was formed to
investigate a new clubhouse. Chris Bourgione was suggested
by a committee member and we went to her with several
ideas for our needs for an elevated clubhouse. A 4000 sq ft
plan was created and projected costs looked to be in excess of
$400-500,000. The plans were shelved until the state announced the Lake Ontario Resiliency Program. Our application
was approved but as costs continued to rise, we downsized
our plan to the current 3000 sq ft.
My search for pricing included a contractor quote of
$500,000 plus a $50,000 contracting fee. We have taken
the WeCanDoIt approach hoping to reduce this price by self
contracting, shopping the project to death, and volunteerism. The quote for the pavilion was $26,000. The We-Can-DoIt approach, brought it in at $20,000 including extra concrete
and electrical service not included in the original price.
When this project becomes a reality, there will be a
call for help. Painting, siding, trim work and maybe flooring are
jobs we can handle. 35 members have responded to request
for loan pledges totaling $400,000. Our current pricing puts
us between $375000 and $460,000. It will take our village to
pull this off but I believe it will happen. If anyone has questions,
suggestions, doubts or a need to discuss this project, do not
hold back. Call me anytime at 716-622-1304

Junior Sailing
Many thanks to the Taheri family for their donation to Junior Sailing in memory of Dee Sacca.
Any suggestions or comments, get a hold of
any of the committee members; Andy Sharp, Hank
Hinckley, Vic Thibault or myself.

P/C Mark Cassidy
Chairman Junior Sailing Committee
Rappareems@aol.com
807-7915

Mike Layman

From the Mantel Club
OYC’s Past Commodores organization, The Olcott Mantel Club, would like to thank everyone who supported our annual junior
sailing fundraiser “Raise and Sail” on Sunday July 18th. For all who helped sell tickets, donate a basket and to those who
simply took a chances to win, it was a great day. After the monsoon on Saturday, our day was sunny, dry and full of great
music from Joe Higgins. We were happy to get back to normal this year and we raised just over $3000 to help support the
upkeep, maintenance and storage required to keep our junior sailors having fun on the water. This year’s BIG winner for
$500 was Commodore Mike Layman. Other winners were: Cathy Stella $200, Paul Elter $100, Rhonda Kearns $100, and
6x $50 to John Raskopf, Joe Higgins, Chris Eglin, John Luch, Joyce Russell and Brian Carmer.
Last month in June, the Club held it’s 2nd annual Solstice Race which had 16 boats from Olcott, Wilson and Youngstown participate in. It was a great night with a bit of weather but everyone had a great time. The basket raffle and silent auction on
Saturday night organized by Chrystal Sharp and Marie Sharp brought in $1600 and the regatta sponsorship/entry brought
us an added $1470. Thank you again to all those who donated baskets and supported that event. Remember to submit
your service time for baskets; 2 hours per basket. It’s a great way to get your hours in.
The junior program is going into it’s final 2-week session with once again another capacity year. A focus for Mantel Club will
be a need for better secured storage of the program kayak’s and associated gear as well as stacked storage for the Opti
fleet in the future.
P/C Sue Cassidy
Event Organizer

From the Director of Junior Sailing …
The Junior Sailing season has already presented
many challenges regarding weather and wind conditions.
However, our sailors have persevered and made the best
of what the lake has presented them. The sailors have
also learned to navigate our channel despite the barges
and workboats that are occupying our marina. On heavy
wind days our Junior Sailors have also utilized the club
kayaks to swim and fish by heading up 18 Mile Creek. In
addition, some of you may notice when visiting the club
during the Jr. Sailing hours that we have added a chain
and private property sign. I request that if you visit the
club during the weekdays to please let yourself in and replace the chain. We have found the chain to be necessary
to prevent a heavy flow of non-member traffic, especially
with the closure of the rock beach just to the west of the
club.
We have had a wonderful turnout this season
with more than 20 students in both of our first two sessions. Our Friday cook outs have been made possible with
the help of Mark Cassidy and the Taheri family. We look
forward to our third session, which has some remaining
spots. Please feel free to reach out to Gabriel Lewis (607426-7913/lewisgj394@gmail) with any inquiries regarding Jr. Sailing.

Membership
Please welcome the following new members:
Sheila Flanagan - Senior
Joe Connelly (Natalie) -Associate Family
Margo Covell - Associate
The following applicants are posted for membership.
Mark Mika (Kyle Bridgeman)
6122 Ketchum Ave.
Newfane, N.Y
Associate Family
Sponsors: Mark Cassidy Susan Cassidy
For the year the club has added 15 new members and the
current posted applicant.
Jason Naylor

Commodore Layman reviews the OYC fleet
I wanted to take the time to also thank the membership and board for their support of the Junior Sailing
program. I appreciate all of those who came out to participate in the reverse raffle and basket auction; we could
not operate as we do without your support and generosity. In addition, it was a pleasure to see many of you supporting our program as we participated in the South
Shore Solstice race. However, I promise even if we are
crazy enough to sail through thunderstorms the Jr. Sailors are not! The program would also like to acknowledge
the Kearns family who donated a Laser for club use at Jr.
Sailing.
In addition, the Junior Sailing Program wanted to
acknowledge Dee Sacca’s legacy here at Olcott Yacht
Club. We will remember the contributions he made to
impact generations of sailors whether through women’s
racing or junior sailing. He will be missed and appreciated
by all that had the chance to know him.
Regards,

Gabriel Lewis

Junior sailing

august at the Lake
Women’s Yachting Association
Basket Raffle Fundraiser
Friday August 13th 5:30

39th Sacca Sail
Saturday August 14th
11:20 First Horn

Celebration of Life for Fred White
Saturday August 21 2 - 4 PM
Steak or lobster party
Saturday August 28th

Junior Sailing Awards Luncheon
Sunday August 29th 1 PM

www.jonwilsonlaw.com

49Years
1972-2021
New & Used
Sail & Power
716-745-3862

A good day for capsize drills

Olcott Yacht Club
P.O. Box 715
Olcott Beach, NY 14126
Events in August
August 13th Women’s Association
Basket Raffle
August 14th 39 Annual Sacca Sail
August 21st Celebration of Life for
Fred White
August 28th Steak or Lobster Party
August 29th Junior Sailing
Luncheon

