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Commodore’s Report...     

 

Happy New Year ,hope you all had a great holiday season.  I am 
looking forward to this year and  working with another great Board of Di-
rectors.  Welcome back Sue, Fred and John. A special welcome and 
thanks to Wanda for running. 
 

Thank you to last years B.O.D. for doing a great job and making 
2011 a successful year. . I will be easily accessible for you this year, 
please come to me with your thoughts and concerns .I will do everything I 
can to make this the best year ever.  My wishes are for everyone to enjoy 
their membership as much as I do mine.  

 
Serving on the board is been challenging but the rewards outweigh 

the effort.  I encourage anyone who hasn’t been on the B.O.D to consider 
it for the future.  This year will see another improvement to our waterfront 
with the approval of the pavilion  project.  The fund raising has already be-
gun with the Mantel Club kicking it off giving the first $1000 . You can give 
a tax deductible donation to them for this very worthy project. 

 
You don’t have to be a racer to enjoy race nights, the race commit-

tee can be found on the end of the pier starting the races and timing the 
finishes.  A great place to watch the races and enjoy the fellowship .    If 
you would like to become part of a crew or just try it once don’t be shy an 
extra hand is almost always needed .  
 
Try something new this year join a committee or participate in one of our 
fun events .   Summer can’t come fast enough for me when we can be 

together again on the water, in the Grog Room or on the patio.   
 
 
Bob Stolzenberg 



From  The Fleet Captain... 

 The past racing season started out with the prospect 
of bigger numbers so we split the white sail division into two 
different fleets - those rating 199 and under and those rating 
above. It is difficult for boats rating over 200 to be competi-
tive with those under the 200 mark, so this looked like a good 
idea.. Unfortunately, the prospect of more participation did 
not materialize. The three fleet idea did help competition, but 
participation fell off and we found ourselves struggling to put 
two boats per class out on the water and often had to cancel 
races due to lack of participation. The three division concept 
needs to be examined . One suggestion was to run the two 
divisions of white sail boats in one race, but score them sepa-
rately, which would satisfy the requirement of having at least 
two boats to start a race. This is something I would like feed-
back on.  
 I also want to take a look at how we schedule races, 
how many series we run, and how we do make ups. Do we 
schedule too many races, do we have too many series, should 
we do more distant races, etc? I have talked with clubs who 
don't make up races if they are cancelled for too few boats. 
These are issues that also need to be addressed. 
 I will be scheduling a skippers meeting in April to dis-
cuss these issues and hopefully arrive at a consensus. We do 
need to maintain an active racing program as that is really 
the life blood of the club. The racing program brings people 
into the Grog Room on Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Sundays 
and promotes the social interaction that makes us a club. As 
Fleet Captain, I see my job as one that will make the racing 
program accessible and convenient. Assuming that I am 
again appointed Fleet Captain, which I have requested, this 
will be my focus for the coming season. 
 

Joe Higgins 
 

From The Vice Commodore…  

  
 Even though the Club’s Grand Opening is months 
away, the planning has begun for a fun filled season at the 
Club. The house committee and I will do the best possible 
job to continue bringing the service and atmosphere that 
makes are Club the best on the lake. Julie, Zach, and most 
of our serving staff have agreed to return for the 2012 
season.  
 
 Marie Sharp, Cheryl Elter, Mark Cassidy, Mike Lay-
man, and John Saxton will be our House Committee for this 
season. With their help I am sure that all the membership 
will enjoy this coming year. The House will start meeting in 
the next couple of weeks to set up the events and planning 
for the house operations.  
 
 Any comments or thoughts on improvements... Feel 
free to e-mail me. 

 

Tony Bochniarz 

@abochniarz001.rochester.rr.com 

Rear Commodore’s Report... 

 

 I would like to begin by thanking the membership for 
their support in electing me to the 2012 BOD. The list of po-
tential projects this season include replacing the downstairs 
carpeting, building an outside storage bench for the patio um-
brellas, replacing the sliding glass doors on the Commodore’s 
Porch and painting the shower house.  
 
 Suggestions are always welcome, so if someone has 
any projects or improvements that they would like to see 
done this year, please feel free to contact me and share your 
thoughts.  If you have a particular skill set (i.e. painting, gar-
dening etc.) that you would like to volunteer your service 
hours towards, please let me know as soon as you can so I 
can start getting my work lists organized. I’m looking forward 
to a great season, see you soon.  
 

John Saxton 

Sailing Programs 

 

For the 2012 Season the Olcott Yacht Club will be offer-
ing its Adult and Junior Sailing Programs for the benefit 
of the membership and the public alike.   
 

Adult Sailing 

 

The Adult Sailing program begins with a free lecture/
demonstration, Tuesday May 22nd at 6:30 P.M.  On the 
water lessons to follow on a subsequent Tuesday evening, 
Saturday morning schedule. 
 

Junior Sailing  

 

The Junior Sailing sessions this year will run:  July 2 
through July 20 and July 30 through August 17.  There 
will be two Junior Regattas involving multiple club partici-
pation.  One at Sodus Bay, the LYRA Junior Regatta,  the 
first weekend in July and the  
US Sailing Junior Olympics at Rochester Yacht Club, the 
first weekend in August.  OYC will be planning to attempt 
to participate in both events.  Detailed information will be 
mailed shortly to last years participants.  For further in-
formation contact Mark Cassidy at 716-778-9028 or 
Rappareems@aol.com 
 



From The Secretary… 

 

 I have been voted in as the OYC secretary again 
this year.  We are fortunate to have the continued OYC 
communications support by:   Mark Cassidy as the 
Scuttlebutt editor; Roy Knapp as the Webmaster; and 
Sue Cassidy as the Constant Contact administrator.    
 If members have items for the Scuttlebutt, 
Website, or other Club related communications; please 
forward them to Mark, Roy, and Sue respectively with 
copy to me.   
 Also if you would like to change your preference 
in regards to Scuttlebutt letters and general communi-
cations (e.g. from paper to electronic); please update 
your preference via the OYC website home page, send 
me a note via E-mail, or give me a call.     
             Also if you have suggestions to improve the Sec-
retarial and Communications role for the OYC,  don’t 
hesitate to contact me. 
  
Alan Rosenbaum 
alan_rosenbaum@msn.com 
716-778-5153 

From The Membership Director… 

 

Back in town and...I'm happy to be here... :-)! And... I look for-
ward to hearing from every single person who has ideas 
about OYC Membership! If anyone would like to sign up to be 
on a "Membership Committee, please email me. wan-
dae5445@aol.com "  
 
Wanda Thompson 

Salvaging of the Plus Ultra…. 

 

In a past issue of Scuttlebutt, and on the web page, we have 
before and after photos of the  schooner Plus Ultra which 
foundered at the west pier in Olcott in 1976.  She was a 
schooner out of Port Dalhousie and her transom name 
plate graces the Grog Room bar.  Here are some salvage 
photos recently sent to me by Commodore Bob Stolzenberg. 
 
The Editor 

The main mast 

of the Plus Ul-

tra stands to-

day as the flag 

pole on Jean 

King’s property 

at her summer 

home on Lock-

wood Heights. 
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For those that were unable to attend the 2012 General Membership Meeting at the beginning of January, I would like 

to begin by letting the membership know that the Club’s General Fund finished 2011 in sound financial shape and our income/
expenses were  inline with our budget.   The House operation (Restaurant & Bar) finished with a slight loss of around $2500.  
A loss is never good but a small portion could have been attributed to some overdue replacement of linens and the addition of 
needed tableware.   

 
For 2012, I am returning to the Board having been re-elected to a 3-year term and will continue in the position of Club 

Treasurer overseeing the finances of the Club.  Fred White, who is returning to the Board, will fill the role of Director - House 
Account, taking over from Jocelyn Sikorski.  Fred has done this job before and will bring considerable experience to managing 
our House finances.   
 

General Fund Activity –  
 
DUES –  
  
The 2012 dues invoices are in the mail and you should be receiving them soon.   The Board of Directors elected to hold 

dues to the same rate as has been in place the past three years even with our fixed expenses going up slightly.  Dues payments 
are due by April 1, 2012 and membership cards will be mailed as I receive your payments.   

 
PAVILION ASSESSMENT –  
 
At the Annual General Meeting, the membership present approved a proposed 28’ x 48’ post & beam pavilion concept 

with estimated cost from quotes at $20,000 – 22,000.  A $100 per membership assessment to fund the majority of the 
structure was also approved.  Your assessment invoice is included in the mailing for dues.  The assessment may be paid in one 
payment or in four (4) $25 payments and is due in full by July 1st. 

Payments for dues and the assessment should be made payable to “OLCOTT YACHT  
CLUB – GENERAL FUND”.     
 
2011 MEMBER SERVICE BILLING - 
 
The 2011 Member Service Hour billing went out at the end of November to those members who did not fulfill their re-

quired 10 hrs.  Some are still outstanding, so please get those payments in.  Payment should be made out to “OLCOTT YACHT 
CLUB – GENERAL FUND”, footnote:   Member Service Program.  For those still unfamiliar with this program, membership 
categories for all Senior and Associates are required to work 10 hrs/season.  Hours not worked are charged at a rate of 
$10/hr.  P/C Ed Bova will oversee the member service program this season, Ed and the Board are currently working to com-
prise a better listing of tasks where you can fulfill your requirement.   

 

House Account Activity – 
 
At this time of year the House account activity is relatively slow, but unfortunately we do currently still have nine 2011 

accounts that are well in arrears.  A 2% service charge is being added to all outstanding accounts per Club By-Laws.  Our sea-
son is short (May – October) and a healthy cash flow in our House operation is important.   We all want to enjoy our summer 
and there is no better way than to use the clubs restaurant & bar, but we are a business and need to operate as one.   
Both Fred and I will strive to continue to keep a good handle over the finances of the Club.  We ask that you do your part and 
keep your accounts current.  If you have any questions or concern regarding your accounts please contact me.   

Sincerely, 
 

P/C Susan M. Cassidy 
 
716-778-9028 
RAPPAREEMS@AOL.COM 

Treasurer’s Report... 



ºPILLARS OF SUPPORT» 
 

The planed pavilion for the Club property to replace the re-

peated erection and breakdown of multiple tents is under-

way.  Initial funding for the majority of the construction 

will be attained through an assessment of the membership 

which you have already seen.  For the first time the members 

are being assessed not to make up for a shortfall in revenue 

but to construct a positive addition to the Club property.  

This will be The first major addition to Club buildings since 

the early 1980’s. 

 

Additional revenue to complete the project will come from 

fund raising activities and donations.  The Board of Direc-

tors will be proposing a donation schedule which will be of-

fered to the membership on various levels with donations  to 

be displayed on a commemorative plaque.  Amounts and de-

tails have yet to be worked out by the board,  but the Mantel 

Club has already pledged to donate One Thousand Dollars 

($1000).  All donations will be tax deductible and will go 

through the Mantel Club.  Watch your Constant Comment 

emails and Scuttlebutt for further details. 



Olcott Harbor Back In The Day ... 



www.jonwilsonlaw.com  

40 Years  
1972-2012  

New & Used  

Sail & Power 
716-745-3862 

 Lake Ontario Raparian Alliance 

 
The Lake Ontario Raparian Alliance is a group of property owners in 
the lakefront communities of Lake Ontario.  They have formed an 
alliance of private and commercial property owners to protect the 
shoreline of the Lake.  Its mission statement — 
 
Grassroots Public Advocacy For The Protection, Restoration And 

Conservation Of Great Lakes Beaches And Riparian Property. 

 
For many years a plan has been in effect to control the lake level to 
prevent the extremes of high and low water.  That plan is proposed 
to be scrapped with a new plan that would in effect remove all pro-
tections that currently exist for property owners, marinas and boat-
ers.  A series of public meetings is planned to discuss the proposed 
new plan.  One is scheduled for Olcott.  For further background and 
continued information please go to: www.loranet.org.  You will be 
able to get a better picture of what the impact of any changes are 
apt to bring… think repeated flooding and loss of property. 
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Up Coming Events . . . 
 

February 9ðMantel Club Meeting  

 

February 13ð Board Meeting 

 


